Artist Spotlight: Maureen Finnerty

“username: FAUST tells the story of an isolated woman's attempt to gain popularity by remaking herself as an Internet celebrity. When a demonic tech support team jeopardizes her password-protected existence, she must overcome digital distortions to regain control of her life. This adaptation of the Faust legend will thrill everyone from opera fans to YouTube junkies. The production integrates live theatre and music with video, and features a talented ensemble of performers with a variety of disabilities. The "usernameFAUST" YouTube channel complements the live performance” (charlieimiller.com). Maureen Finnerty played a leading role in this production. She co-leads a residency at the Carter School. She travels in a wheelchair. Here is an interview with Moe.  
• WHAT IS YOUR ARTISTIC BACKGROUND? I have been performing and/or teaching improv. and movement for 10 years.

• WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO THE ROLE? It was a unique concept of combining live performance and video in an artistic way.

• DESCRIBE THE EXPERIENCE OF WRITING AND IMPROVING WITH THE SCRIPT? Even though we had the basic premise of Faust at the start of our exploration, we were not tied into portraying our characters in a particular way or saying certain lines. The characters and script evolved from acting exercises and the performers’ personalities.  

• HOW IS THAT DIFFERENT FROM WORKING WITH A TRADITIONAL SCRIPT? This is different in that the performers played a larger role in not only developing their characters, but also the script as a whole. I think this places a larger feeling of ownership from the entire cast. This feeling of ownership increases the commitment of everyone in involved. This is different than working with a traditional script because the cast is invested in the whole play and not just their part. 

• THERE HAVE BEEN MANY PRODUCTIONS OF FAUST, HOW IS USERNAME UNIQUE? USERNAMEFAUST is different from other productions of FAUST in many ways. First, Faust is traditional portrayed by a male, but in USERNAME FAUST; Faust is a female. Second, in USERNAME FAUST all the performers had a self disclosed disability. Third, the computer was as much a character in Username Faust as the actors.   

• WHAT WAS THE MOST CHALLENGING ASPECT FOR YOU? The most challenging aspect to me was memorizing the pre-inputted blogs including all the punctuation. 

• WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF AN ACCESSIBLE PRODUCTION ON THE CAST, THE AUDIENCE?  The nice thing about Username Faust was that even though all the cast had disabilities, disability was not the focus of the play. In other words, the cast members happened to have disabilities, but that is not the only reason that they participated in the play. With that said, when you perform you give the story to the audience and I’m sure there were some members of the audience who saw a lot of statements about disability. This perspective is perfectly valid.  

• DO YOU BELIEVE MIXED MEDIA PRODUCTION WILL CHANGE LIVE THEATER? One of the nice things about art is that it has many definitions. Therefore, mixed media production may not change live theater as much as it will expand the possibilities of creativity.

• WHAT IS THE INFLUENCE OF U TUBE ON LIVE THEATRE? U Tube provides more people the opportunity for their 15 minutes of fame. Some of these people have real talent and use U Tube as a means to exposure to further their career, but other people are not really performing they are just having fun.    

• WHAT IS YOUR REACTION TO HAVING A CHARACTER YOU CREATED ON U TUBE FOREVER?  DO YOU CHECK U TUBE FOR RESPONSES? I really don’t have a reaction. It is what it is. No, I don’t really check U tube. 

Username Faust is still on u tube – so if you saw it you can again. If you missed it you can see it now….  Go to www.charliemiller.com 
