THE ART OF WRITING

Pairing poetry and prose with unique student created books
For many students, particularly those struggling with language and self expression, writing of any kind is challenging and can leave these students feeling defeated, frustrated and/or like a failure in this area.  Bringing to the art of writing the art of bookmaking throws a whole new light on the process.  If a student’s words are worthy of a special setting, a handmade book no matter how simple, they take on an importance that they never had if simply left on a piece of lined notebook paper.  The words are now represented in an aesthetic form and are clearly an honored piece of self-expression. 

Students who are challenged writers – or even limited in oral expression – often are very excited about working with the colorful, varied materials used in making art books.  And very often their strengths emerge in creative activities.  Thus, knowing that their expression – whether in writing, using alternative communications systems or as having their compositions scribed – are part of a whole process that includes a unique book, engages the students in a way that simply stopping with the writing/verbal expression exercise does not.  They are being represented by a product that is the result of a process which uses many modalities and which engages them on many levels.  The motivation then to work on the core writing/oral expression is greatly heightened and brings an excitement and commitment for better communication and a willingness to stick with developing a poem, a story, a journal as it has to be its very best to deserve the art book where it is going to be presented!

Multiple means of representation happen through exercises that introduce students to various forms of writing – poetry, imaginative writing and storytelling, and journaling – in a wide variety of ways that are designed to work for a diverse learning group.  For instance, “Seven Word Spill” can be used with written words, with pictures, with “found words” from pages or cutouts, with words plus symbols.  The introduction to this kind of writing and editing of a short poem thus offers a rich array of “ways in” to early poetry writing experience.

Bookmaking, as a companion art form to capture the students’ writing, offers ways to work with papers, color, and other art tools that again can be varied, and can be adapted to be suitable for different motor and developmental needs.
Multiple means of action and expression provide learners alternatives for demonstrating what they know and what they want top say, through the use of writing, illustrating, dictating, manipulating pictures or symbols, and group discussion and composition.  

With the bookmaking, students may work with materials that offer choices of form and color which best suit the content and message of their writing.  There is also a tangible outcome which students are proud to exhibit and share.

Multiple means of engagement come through giving a variety of options for doing the writing exercises offers all learners ways to express what interests and excites them, and thus captures attention and highlights individual thinking and interests.

Editing and transferring writing to individual art-books offer a creative aspect of the writing/recording process for students.  Making a unique book is highly motivating and appealing for students. It brings an aesthetic and tactile experience to the composing/writing process. Because the book is so special, it also is a great motivator for editing and critical thinking about one’s work.
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The lessons from the three book series, Writing in Inclusive Settings, can be found at http://www.vsaarts.org/x572.xml along with other resources on writing.  These books can be obtained from VSA arts or downloaded from this website

Books in the series are:

Opening up the Sky - Writing from Imagination

Real Stuff that Matters – Journals and Journalism

Let the Light In - Poetry
