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          Student created image for the Holocaust Poetry assignment           
The Assignment

1. Choose one item to respond to 

Choose either the Rumi poem, the excerpt from Night or a piece of music to create an image for

Tip: there is not much time for the whole activity so move on the step 2 quickly

2. Reflect on your emotional reaction

Take a minute to reflect and identify your reaction to the media (poem or music)

Tip: you might want to jot down some words

3. Experiment with medium

There are a variety of art materials available. You may use as many or as few as you’d like.  Tip: Don’t think too much-- just experiment 
4. Create a visual representation of your reaction

Based on your emotional reaction to the texts or music use the materials available to create an image using your knowledge of visual elements (color, shape, juxtaposition/scale, symbols) 

Tip: There’s plenty of paper, keep experimenting if you don’t like your first attempt. There is a limited amount of time so don’t worry about perfection

5. Create an artist’s note

Describe your decisions in using the visual elements to create your image

Tip: Look at the student’s example for ideas

    6. Share (optional)
Discuss the different personal reactions and uses of visual elements 
Tip: It’s fun to listen and talk

Examples of artist’s notes: 
"Midnight Tears"
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Illustrator's Note


For my piece of artwork, I did an abstract picture that I call Midnight Tears.  In the center is a teardrop with a lightning bolt hidden within it.  The tear represents how people would so often cry in a concentration camp, and the sadness that would unite many people as friends and allies.  The lightning bolt demonstrates how quickly the Nazis would take people away, quick and without warning.  In the background, you see three different colors, red, brown, and black.  The red represents blood and death, both of which were common in camps.  The black and the brown show that the camps were not a good place to live, and that you would be killed if you didn’t watch your step.  I chose all of these colors because I thought that they were powerful colors that showed the death, and the destruction of many peoples’ lives that came with living in a camp. 
Student 3:
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 Illustrator’s Note

         To go along with my poem, I made a picture. I made it with charcoal, and pastels. I tried to tell the reader that back then it was no jar of pickles. In a door there is usually a keyhole to put the key into to lock and unlock it. In my picture some one in the concentration camp is looking out into freedom and hoping that on day that they would be free. The dark colors like black is cold, scary, and mean. That is inside the concentration camp. The bright colors like red, orange, green, blue, and yellow are hopeful colors. This person is hoping that one day they would be free. When I was drawing this picture it made me think and ask my self it must have been really hard to hide for so long and have been taken away from your families when you were innocent the whole time. People are different. Expect it. Respect it.

“You Never Know What’s Around the Corner”
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Illustrator’s Note

I created an oil-pastel drawing because you can show many different moods with the different colors.  In the first section I have red yellow and orange lines, which show her life before the war where it was fast, fun, exciting, energetic and bright.  For the middle section which was during the war, I used dark colors and sad colors and I also trapped colors which showed how they where either trapped by the Nazis or by the concentration camps.  Then I added at the end bright light cheerful colors with random bad spots and unknown pieces to show all the happiness and question in the time period after the war when everyone celebrated.

"Mixed Emotions"
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Illustrator’s Note


I chose colors in my painting because it feels, when you look at it, the colors look like the colors of a mood ring.  You can look at it from any angle and feel different things.  In the painting you can see how Hannah felt and what she would feel at times.  Sad, scared, brave, (when she was told to) or all at once.  Mixed Emotions.
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