A MUSIC BOX 

FOR CLASSROOM OR HOME

Finding and making instruments from everyday items

•
Rhythm sticks. Use blocks of wood, old blocks, pieces of wooden dowel, rungs from an old chair or any heavy sticks.

•
Shakers. Use containers with lids – coffee cans, deli plastic containers, margarine tubs, film canisters and anything else with a lid. Fill the containers with rice, beans, pebbles, lentils, acorns and/or odd buttons. Tape or super-glue the lids securely.

•
Bells of any size and sound. They are easy to find in yard sales and dollar stores. At holiday time you can buy a whole card of inexpensive “jingle bells” in different sizes, which can be used as-is, or taken off and strung on a string. 

•
Wind instruments. Find various inexpensive bamboo flutes, whistles, old plastic recorders and plastic bird “warblers.”

•
Drums. Use a coffee can with a plastic lid, a bowl or a small wastebasket with heavy plastic stretched over the top or plastic milk or liquid cleaner jugs held upside down. 

•
Drum sticks. Use a wooden dowel for the stick and add to one end a thread spool, cork, wooden bead, superball, cotton covered with heavy cloth or a little piece of leather, or wrap the end of the stick with a rubber band. Drill or wrap, and glue firmly. A pencil with its eraser is also fine. 

•
Cymbals. Use pot covers of all sizes with knobs to clash like cymbals, or hang lids from a cord to strike with various sticks or to tap with thimbles on fingers.

Other instruments can be created from these easy to find materials

:

•
Pieces of metal or PVC plumbing pipe make unusual claves

•
Aluminum pie plates taped together with pebbles inside make an unusual shaker

•
Glasses to hold water of different depths that can be tapped, making different tones

•
Walnut shells can be made into finger tappers 

•
Two coconut halves hollowed and dried 

•
Protective plastic tubing from fluorescent light bulbs that can be cut into different lengths and banged together for “wangadoodles”

Encourage your child to value the homemade instruments, as well as musical recordings, by keeping them in a special place and having your child return them when they are finished.  Discover new sounds and ways to make music
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